Abstract. The female of Sarotesius melanognathus Pocock 1898 is described for the first time. According to characters of the copulatory organs of both male and female as well as to cheliceral dentition the monotypic genus is placed in the Palystinae Simon 1897.
Sparassidae Bertkau 1872
Palystinae Simon 1897 Sarotesius melanognathus Pocock 1898 Figs. 1-4 wide at its base, 2) with distal loop, tapering continuously, 3) between basal and distal part with distinct round apophysis, 4) first, prolateral part of distal loop with indistinct membranous lobe. Females (Figs. 2-4) may be recognised by 1) median septum rounded rectangular with concave posterior margin and separated from epigastric furrow, 2) internal duct system with first winding membranous, covering large parts except for anterior median and posterior part, 3) Internal duct system medially with two tapering glandular appendages and two globular appendages.
Redescription of male (PJ 3212).-Prosoma length 11.2, prosoma width 11.3, anterior width of prosoma 6.8, opisthosoma length 11.8, opisthosoma width 9.7. Eyes: AME 0.53, ALE 0.50, PME 0.55, PLE 0.45, AME-AME 0.52, AME-ALE 0.96, PME-PME 0.94, PME-PLE 1.65, AME-PME 0.45, ALE-PLE 0.60, clypeus height at AME 0.43, clypeus height at ALE 0.33. Spination: Palp: 131, 001, 2111; legs: femur I-III 313, IV 310; patella I-III 001, IV 000; tibia 2026; metatarsus I-III 2024, IV 3025. Ventral metatarsus III and IV with 1 distal median spine and dense scopula. Leg formula: 2143. Measurements of palp and legs: Palp 14.3 (4.7, 2.2, 2.7, -, 4.7), leg I 53. 2 (14.6, 6.4, 13.9, 15.0, 3.3), leg II 56.4 (16.3, 6.6, 16.2, 13.9, 3.4), leg III 39.0 (11.6, 5.1, 10.2, 9.1, 3.0), leg IV 42.4 (12.5, 4.8, 11.1, 10.9, 3.1) . Cheliceral furrow without denticles. Promargin of chelicerae with 3 teeth, retromargin with 3 similar sized teeth, one side with a small denticle between the median and proximal tooth. Coloration: Generally reddish to yellowish brown without distinct pattern. Dorsal shield of prosoma with striae and a longitudinal line medially and one on each side between head part and thorax part; eye region a bit darker. Sternum dark brown with bright radial lines with anterior margin as center. Labium, gnathocoxae and chelicerae dark red-brown. Ventral coxae and appendages yellowish brown with distal segments darker, turning into reddish brown. Opisthosoma grayish brown with dorsal bright patch above heart and four ventral longitudinal parallel lines, the lateral two broader.
Description of female (PJ 3213).-Prosoma length 9.1, prosoma width 9.4, anterior width of prosoma 6.0, opisthosoma length 10.7, opisthosoma width 8.5. Eyes: AME 0.57, ALE 0.50, PME 0.40, PLE 0.49, AME-AME 0.35, AME-ALE 0.83, PME-PME 0.80, PME-PLE 1.41, AME-PME 0.35, ALE-PLE 0.55, clypeus height at AME 0.30, clypeus height at ALE 0. 26.9 (8.3, 3.9, 6.6, 6 .0, 2.1), leg IV 28.6 (9.0, 3.6, 7.1, 6.8, 2.1). Cheliceral furrow without denticles. Promargin of chelicerae with 3 teeth, retromargin with 3 similar sized teeth. Palpal claw like leg claw, with 10 teeth.
Copulatory organ: As in diagnosis. Epigynal field rounded, longer than wide, with two slit sense sensilla close to the field. Lateral lobes almost touching each other between median septum and epigastric furrow. Median septum less sclerotised than lateral lobes, bright. Subseptal pocket present, bordered dorsally by membranous part. Copulatory opening situated at anterior margin of median septum. Posterior part of internal duct system running laterally posteriorad.
Coloration: As in male. Dorsal shield of prosoma and opisthosoma covered by soft hairs. Sternal pattern with bright patches, rather than with lines. Dorsal opisthosoma with distinct transversal bar at anterior margin, six muscle sigilla distinctly marked with black, middle largest. Distribution.-The species is known from the type locality (East Africa, Malawi, Ishiromo) and from S-Malawi: Thyolo (5 Cholo).
Relationships.-Sarotesius melanognathus is identified as member of the subfamily Palystinae by the cheliceral dentition (3 anterior and 3 siminar sized posterior teeth) and the overall similarity of its copulatory organs with those of the genus Palystes L. Koch 1875 and other representatives (see also Rheims 2007) . Especially, the congruence with copulatory organs of the Palystes superciliosus species group (Croeser 1996; Jä ger & Kunz 2005) is striking: males have a similarly simple RTA, a distal embolus with a loop, a centrally arising conductor; females exhibit the same general course of the internal duct system with the first, membranous winding running anteriorly then medially, where glandular appendages are observed in almost all species and roundish appendages in some species. The posterior part of the internal duct system runs laterally from the epigastric furrow to the fertilization ducts. Both sexes have a distinctive sternal pattern. Differences in Sarotesius are the distance between the median septum and the epigastric furrow (without distance in Palystes) and the flat prosoma, the subequal size of the eyes and the large distance between anterior median and anterior lateral eyes (raised prosoma, larger anterior lateral eyes, the latter close to the anterior median eyes in Palystes). Several taxa that show similar and intermediate combinations of the character states listed above include ''Olios'' fasciiventris Simon 1880 from Zanzibar, ''Olios'' spinipalpis (Pocock 1901) , from South Africa and Remmius vultuosus Simon 1897 from Congo, type species of the genus Remmius Simon 1897. Without a revision of Palystinae no certain statement can be made on the systematic position of Sarotesius.
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